
2 Samuel 3:26–39 (ESV)  
26 When Joab came out from David’s presence, he sent 

messengers after Abner, and they brought him back 

from the cistern of Sirah. But David did not know about 

it. 27 And when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him 

aside into the midst of the gate to speak with him 

privately, and there he struck him in the stomach, so 

that he died, for the blood of Asahel his brother. 
28 Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, “I and my 

kingdom are forever guiltless before the LORD for the 

blood of Abner the son of Ner. 29 May it fall upon the 

head of Joab and upon all his father’s house, and may 

the house of Joab never be without one who has a 

discharge or who is leprous or who holds a spindle or 

who falls by the sword or who lacks bread!” 30 So Joab 

and Abishai his brother killed Abner, because he had put 

their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon.  

31 Then David said to Joab and to all the people who 

were with him, “Tear your clothes and put on sackcloth 

and mourn before Abner.” And King David followed the 

bier. 32 They buried Abner at Hebron. And the king lifted 

up his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all the 

people wept. 33 And the king lamented for Abner, saying,  

  “Should Abner die as a fool dies?  
34  Your hands were not bound;  

your feet were not fettered;  

  as one falls before the wicked  

you have fallen.”  

And all the people wept again over him. 35 Then all the 

people came to persuade David to eat bread while it was 

yet day. But David swore, saying, “God do so to me and 

more also, if I taste bread or anything else till the sun 

goes down!” 36 And all the people took notice of it, and it 

pleased them, as everything that the king did pleased all 

the people. 37 So all the people and all Israel understood 

that day that it had not been the king’s will to put to 

death Abner the son of Ner. 38 And the king said to his 

servants, “Do you not know that a prince and a great 

man has fallen this day in Israel?  

39 And I was gentle today, though anointed king. These 

men, the sons of Zeruiah, are more severe than I. The 

LORD repay the evildoer according to his wickedness!”  

Fact Blitz! Focus on details. Interpret later! 
People = Who? (Identify people by their connections 

– family, political, social. Meaning of name. 
etc.) 

• What term does the inspired writer use 
repeatedly to refer to David? 

• How does David identify Abner? 

• Who are Zeruiah and her sons? (1Chr. 2:13-
16) 

• What is Joab’s history with Abner? 

• How does David identify/describe Joab? 

• What/who does the “house” of Joab’s father 
include? 

Events = What happened? When? How? 

• How did Abner die? 

• What was David’s reaction to Abner’s death? 
(What did he say? What did he do?) 

• What can you learn about the mourning 
practices of the culture at that time? 

Places = Where … physically? … politically? 
…historically …? (Map on backside is from 
the ESV Study Bible.) 

• What is the political significance of Hebron? 

• What is the exact location of Abner’s death? 
(Include all specific details.) 

Explanations = Why? Look for comments that explain 
background or provide interpretation. 

• What motivated Joab and Abishai to kill 
Abner? 



 

  

Clarify the Facts. 

What is this passage doing in the Bible? 

• Was Abner’s death a murder (unlawful) or the execution of 
justice (lawful)? (See 1Kings 2:5-6, 28-35, especially vv. 31-33.) 

• What curse did David pronounce on Joab and his father’s 
house? Why? 

• How did David honor Abner? Why? 

• How does it connect with the passages before and after?  
o Consider 2Sam. 3:1. 
o The inspired writer reports David’s lament for Saul (2Sam. 

1:17-27) and for Abner (2Sam. 3:31-38), but there is no 
record of a lament for Asahel (2Sam. 2:18-23). Why does 
the writer give this much attention to David’s grief over 
Saul and Abner, but not even mention David’s reaction to 
Asahel’s death? 

  

• How does it connect with the whole book? (Consider 1Sam. 13:14; 15:11,23,28; 23:17; 24:20; 26:25; 
28:17; 1Kings 2:5-6, 28-35.) 

• How does it connect with the whole Bible? (Consider Gen. 3:15; Matt. 1:1,6; 6:10,33; 28:18-20; 
1Corinthians 15:24-28.) 

So What? God’s Word instructs, 

rebukes, corrects, trains (2Tim.3:15). 
What does God show about Himself? 

• What evil does God turn for the 
good of His kingdom? 

• How does David’s grief reflect 
God’s idea of justice? 

What becomes obvious (or confirmed 
again) about human beings? 

• How did David grow stronger 
(v.1)?  

• What do the actions of Joab and 
Abishai reveal about the nature of 
the human heart? 

• How is king David’s treatment of 
Joab a foretaste of what Jesus will 
do when He comes on the clouds 
of heaven? 

What brokenness in this passage leaves us longing for God to do 
something? 

• David reigns in God’s kingdom. As king, David is concerned about the 
reputation of God’s kingdom. How does that concern for God’s 
kingdom remain valid for today? 

How does God’s plan in Jesus Christ give hope for a solution? 

• How does Christ bring about peace and unity in His kingdom today? 

How will I respond with my … (choose one)? 

• Head: What is my standard for justice? Where are the injustices of 
our times? 

• Heart: Do I grieve for what God grieves? What must I value to align 
my grief with God’s grief? 

• Hands: How do my actions set a pattern for others around me? … 
especially for those who look to me for leadership (such as my 
children, employees, clients, students)? 

Figure 1 Map taken from the ESV Study Bible 


